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Lured by a new business model, wealthy nations  
flock to farmland in Ethiopia, locking in food  
supplies grown half a world away∗∗∗∗  
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∗  “The ultimate crop rotation” by Stephanie McCrummen; The Washington Post; Monday, November 23, 
2009; Pages A1 & A12. 
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In recent months, the Ethiopian government began  
marketing abroad one of the hottest commodities in  
an increasingly crowded and hungry world: farmland.  
“Why attractive?” reads one glossy poster with photos  
of green fields and a map outlining swaths of the country  
available at bargain-basement prices. “Vast, fertile,  
irrigable land . . . . Abundant water resources.  Cheap  
labor. Warmest hospitality.”   
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Lured with 40-year leases and tax holidays, investors  
are going on farm shopping sprees, crisscrossing  
the country on chartered flights to pick out their  
swaths of Ethiopian soil.  
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This impoverished and chronically food-insecure  
Horn of Africa nation is rapidly becoming one of  
the world’s leading destinations for the booming  
business of land leasing, by which relatively  
rich countries and investment firms are  
securing 40-to-99-year contracts to farm vast  
tracts of land. . . . Few countries have embraced  
the trend as zealously as Ethiopia . . . . 
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The scale and pace of the land scramble have  
alarmed policy-makers and others concerned  
about the implications for food security in  
countries such as Ethiopia, where officials  
recently appealed for food aid for about  
6 million people as drought devastates parts  
of East Africa. 
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“These contracts are pretty thin; no safeguards  
are being introduced. . . . You see statements  
from ministers where they are promising everything  
with no controls, no conditions.” 
 

RQiO -✁K0$ <L2 ,%I] ✄I9\Zpo BuL ✁P> ¦Q O\? 2.5  
�­:I f&> -✄$:;< ✝>A�d7O ✝I[DN .Gj\1 . . .   



 4 

 
China and other Asian countries are also  
queuing up to buy land. . .  
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. . . it was possible to see a river designated for  
irrigating cornfields and rice paddies; it is no  
longer open for locals to water their cows.   
Several shiny green tractors bounced across  
the six-mile long field where teff, the local grain,  
once grew.   
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“There’s no crop that doesn’t grow in Ethiopia.  
. . .  Everybody is coming.” 
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Desperate for foreign currency, the government  
of former Marxist rebels who once proclaimed  
“land to the tiller!” has set aside 6 million acres  
for agribusiness. 
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