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The Crown Council of Ethiopia has followed with deep sadness the damage caused by floods
throughout Ethiopia in recent weeks. We extend our heartfelt condolences to the families of
approximately 1000 people who have lost their lives. We pray that the over 500,000 people who
have been adversely affected by the floods, particularly those who are displaced and lost their
livelihood, may find support to whether the storm and have the means to reestablish their lives.

Natural disasters and emergencies always bring us to our senses, and make us realize our common
humanity. It is at times like these that we all recognize the supreme value of human life above all else,
and our interconnectedness to each other and to nature.

In recognition of these facts, many local, national and international people, as well as national and
international organizations have, and continue to render assistance to those who are currently facing
emergency needs in Ethiopia. The Crown Council expresses its deep appreciation and sincere thanks
to them all. In doing so, however, we would like to point out that the task of alleviating the current
emergency problems is far from over.

In the short term, rescue missions are still required in areas were the flooding continues. Preventative
measures need to be supported where the overflow of additional water reservoirs is anticipated. Those
who are displaced, particularly children who have lost their parents, need food, shelter and medicine.
As the threat of waterborne diseases including diarrhea and cholera, as well as malaria is real amongst
an overcrowded population who reside in makeshift shelters, assistance is also needed to alleviate
these problems.

In the long term, those who have lost their means of livelihood such as livestock and income
generating projects will need supported to reestablish their means of survival. Furthermore, the
population in flood prone areas would benefit from learning about essential emergency preparedness
activities at the local level.

In light of the above, the Crown Council of Ethiopia adds its voice to the appeal for additional aid for
the Ethiopian people who are adversely affected by the current floods. Mindful of our people’s
resilience and great courage in overcoming continued onslaught of nature, we are confident that with
God’s grace and worldwide support, the people now adversely affected will once again regain their
hope and determination to build a better future.

May God in his mercy look kindly on Ethiopia.
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